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For more ideas on things to do in the UAE, flip to our full listings on pages 10 and 11

 5 things to do today

 tonight on tv

 ins & outs

Not over-complicating

•

Girl, Interrupted Drama doesn’t
get much more intense than this.
Angelina Jolie (pictured) won an
Oscar, Golden Globe and Screen
Actors Guild Award for her performance opposite Winona Ryder in
this biopic based on the true story
of 19-year-old Susanna Kaysen
(Ryder), who spent 18 nightmarish
months committed to a psychiatric
hospital where she struggled with
her troubled psyche and the bizarre
world of institutional life in 1967.
(9.45pm on OSN Movies Festival)

• Real Life: The Musical Up for

a few exhilarating, emotional,
musical surprises? Put a tune to
your lips and some fancy hoofing to your heels in this new
series where real people, in real
situations, do their darndest to
change their lives by breaking into
song. Yes, at long last, here’s the
television series that celebrates
the universal fantasy of starring
in your personal, real-life, musical
number. (5.30pm & 9.30pm on ITV
Choice HD)

Approaching Entropy is the latest
solo show by Hassan Sharif,
considered the grandfather of
UAE contemporary art. Anna
Seaman reports

•

Phir Hera Pheri Director Neeraj
Vora reunites the madcap trio
of Raju (Akshay Kumar), Shyam
(Suniel Shetty) and Baburao Ganapatrao Apte (Paresh Rawal), now
rich and rolling in ready money.
This sequel to the successful
Bollywood comedy Hera Pheri
(2000) updates their lives with a
wild story of what happens after
they greedily obsess about making
even more money. (9pm on Zee
Cinema)

*

Greg Kennedy

 on the blogs
Sarah Ferguson writes on
Scene&Heard:
“The Break In club night is back at
Media One Hotel tonight. Partygoers
don’t pay an entry fee but instead are
encouraged to literally break in to the
hotel’s vacant level 9. Three mystery
masked DJs will spin.”

From Mother to Motherboard, a photo exhibition that
see Africa:
focuses on the part that technological advancement has played in

displacing tribal life and values, as globalisation and modernity have arrived
on the continent. From 10am to 10pm, Sundays to Thursdays; 2pm to 8pm,
Saturdays (closed Fridays), The Empty Quarter, Building 2, DIFC Gate Village,
Dubai, 04 323 1210, www.theemptyquarter.com

experience the annual camel beauty pag-

eant at Al Dhafra Festival, which is expected
to have 25,000 camels and Dh46 million in
prizes. Enjoy races and competitions, plus
a heritage market with 180 handicraft stalls.
Madinat Zayed, Al Gharbia (Western Region),
Abu Dhabi, www.aldhafrafestival.ae

Check us out @ Scene&Heard: www.thenational.ae/scene-heard
and Bites: www.thenational.ae/bites

have the kids write a letter to Santa for a
chance to win a family dinner with him at the
Sheraton Hotel in Mall of the Emirates. The
letters need to state – in words, pictures or
stickers – whether the children have been
nice or naughty and why they should get
a chance to dine with Santa. Post it at Ski
Dubai or on www.facebook.com/skidxb

Follow us on Tumblr at
artsandlife.tumblr.com
Find us on Facebook at
facebook.com/thenationalArtsandLife
Follow us on Twitter at
twitter.com/lifenationaluae and
twitter.com/thenationaleats
Contact us Ann Marie McQueen, Arts & Life editor,
artslife@thenational.ae, The National, PO Box 111434,
Abu Dhabi, UAE. For advertising, call Payam Jahromi,
056 689 8200, payam.jahromi@admedia.ae
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Vacanze Italiane has launched a new range of chic swimwear, just in time for Dubai’s sunny winter season.
Flattering two-pieces, swimsuits and free-flowing kaftans define the line, with prices starting from Dh400.
Head to the boutique in Dubai’s Emirates Towers or find the label on Facebook

head to Dubai Marina Mall, where
the kids can enjoy Barney’s Festive
Show, which features all four characters from the popular series – Barney,
BJ, Baby Bop and Riff. The 25-minute shows run at 4.30pm, 6pm and
7.30pm, Dubai Marina Mall, 04 436
1020, www.dubaimarinamall.com

book a festive meal at St Tropez Bistro in
Mall of the Emirates on December 24 and
25. The menu features chargrilled scallops,
roast turkey and Christmas pudding with
chocolate sauce. St Tropez Bistro, behind
Ski Dubai, Mall of the Emirates, Dubai, 04
341 3415, reservations@sttropez.ae

*ĝĝ

Compiled by Ellen Fortini
listings@thenational.ae
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If you want to philosophise over
Hassan Sharif’s work, the possibilities are endless. Considered to be
the grandfather of conceptual art
in the UAE, Sharif is perhaps most
famous for being the mentor for
two generations of Emirati artists
through the 1980s and 1990s, and
his work has developed through
these constant conversations with
his peers, to the point it is at today.
Although his work can be found
in a few galleries regionally and
is often talked about, his solo
show at Gallery Isabelle Van Den
Eynde attempts to unite some of
the m
 yriad influences that inform
Sharif’s career and so offers a new
perspective.
In the catalogue essay, Barrak
Alzaid, the director of the gallery,
explains that for the show – titled
Approaching Entropy – they were attempting to develop the discourse
around Sharif’s work by placing
two of his series, Objects and SemiSystems, alongside each other.
“While Objects are constructed
via impulse and improvisation,
Semi-Systems are strictly ordered,”
he explains. “In this show we invite the audience to consider how
these two seemingly opposed
methodologies can exist within
the same philosophical approach
to art.”
Upon entering the gallery in
Alserkal Avenue, the Objects series
is exemplified through a pile of
balled-up men’s undergarments
on the floor and cloth-covered canvases as well as planks of rusted
metal hung in a repeated pattern
overlaying each other to emphasise the sheer volume and disposable nature of the things we surround ourselves with.
On the back wall is a Semi-System
called Nine Points Angular Lines.
It consists of 12 paper drawings
and eight wooden reliefs, for
which Sharif has created a code
or s ystem. However, it is not fully

Hassan Sharif says that the search for meaning in his work doesn’t need to be difficult. Courtesy Gallery Isabelle Van Den Eynde

 eveloped, as Alzaid explains:
d
“Sharif is aware of the existing history of constructivism and creating these very formulaic works of
art but he takes it a step further,”
he tells us. “He is not interested
in that but is interested in having
a specific starting point and organising principle.”
So, we are presented with a seemingly complicated system that is
actually quite simple.
“This is the first time Hassan has
intentionally moved from a work
on paper to a material or sculpture,” says Alzaid. “So it is wrapped
up in different meaning but its
meaning doesn’t have to be difficult. He once said to me that there
is no need to make the interpretation of his work over-complicated:
if you like it, then you have understood it.”
With that in mind, we move into
the rear part of the gallery, where
Sharif’s first-ever video work is
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playing. It is a performance piece
called Cotton, where he sits on a
simple plastic chair in a starkly
empty room and takes a pile of raw
cotton, handful by handful, sticking it together with glue and making another pile.
“This is the documentation of an
object,” says Alzaid. “Just as he has
been in dialogue with his peer artists, the conversations we can have
with him have been really illuminating. This is the single work that
incorporates both the moment
and the documentation.”
Watching the video is a meditative experience and, at the same
time, makes us question the fruitlessness of the task. It also points
at the conversation between the
audience and the artist, which
Sharif likes to encourage in all his
works. His materials are never precious and he invites us to touch
them and interact and offer our
own interpretation.

Another work in this show is titled emails, where he has collated
a month’s worth of emails on more
than a thousand sheets of paper
and redacted all the information
other than the dates. Again, Sharif
uses everyday materials and points
at the mundane and quotidian actions that fill our lives, and we end
the show with our minds full.
Sharif is quoted in the essay as
saying that whatever interpretation anyone has of his work is the
right one.
“My work is not minimalist, it’s
not conceptual. It’s like an adventure. You might fall down, but try
not to break a leg because you’ll
want to go further.”

•

Approaching Entropy runs at
Gallery Isabelle Van Den Eynde
in Dubai until January 2. For more
information, visit www.ivde.net
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